








Unable to attend on the evening:
Apologies have been received from the following:

25 Year Certificate
Howard Rayner County Staff

Grand Prior Awards
Alex Harvey
Cippenham & Burnham Cadet Division
Chloe Parker
Reading District Quadrilateral Division
Georgina Inns
Ascot & Bracknell Quad Division

1000 hour Certificates
Rob Croton County Staff
Ian Faulkner County Staff
Stuart Morgan County Staff
Robert Poole County Staff

500 Hour Certificates
Dennis Wildman
Ascot & Bracknell Quadrilateral Div.
Alan Bates County Staff
Jackie Astley Theale Quadrilateral Division
Julie Morris Loddon Valley Adult Division
Ian Knight Maidenhead Adult Division

Service Medal
Sabrina Scott Theale Quadrilateral Division 

2nd Bar to Service Medal
Howard Rayner County Staff

3rd Bar to Service Medal
Howard Rayner County Staff

4th Bar to Service Medal
Peter Anderson Theale Quadrilateral Division 

ACC Grade 1 – Events (East)
Rob Poole County Staff

Divisional Officer Grade 5
Georgina Enga Woodley Cadet Division
Debbie Clutterbuck Windsor Cadet Division
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County Badger Competitions:
Cippenham & Burnham Badger Sett
Winning Team: Daisy Vella & Tynon Kent-Petero

The Chairman would like to emphasise that
neither SABRe nor any member of Berkshire
staff was responsible for the delay of Howard
Rayner’s medal. The problem was caused by
another county and it was, in fact, Sue Glover
who sorted it out. Dr Smith would like to
apologise for any offence caused by his
comment and stresses that it was completely
unintentional.

Unit Leader Grade 5
Chris Bowsher Theale Quadrilateral Division

Assistant Emergency Planning
Officer Grade 5
Howard Rayner County Staff

Vice President – Windsor Division
Barbara Bartlett Royal Windsor Adult Division

Out, About & Overnight Leaders’
Awareness Certificate 
Karen Stapley Woodley Cadet Division
Ian knight Maidenhead Adult Division

Certificates of Appreciation
Dennis Wildman 
Ascot & Bracknell Quadrilateral Division
Maria Tillett Theale Green School
Rob Croton County Staff
Rob Poole County Staff
Stuart Morgan County Staff

Admissions to the Order of St John
During 2008 the following people were accepted
for admission / promotion to the Order of St John
in recognition of their continuing dedicated service
to St John Ambulance, Berkshire.

Steve Pye
Training Services Dept SBStJ
Gill Lees-Smith
Training Services Dept SSStJ

PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES 
– COUNTY COMPETITIONS 

Jurgens Trophy – Cadet of the Year
Natalie Dennehy

Priory Challenge Emergency Care
Youth: 
Reading District Quadrilateral Division 

Cadet Quiz Competitions:  
Reading District Quadrilateral Division
Winning Libby Maddocks Sarah Northover
Team: Becky Short Jade Harris

Sophie Nelson Charlotte Metcalfe
Eloise Titcombe
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inbrief
Winner of the Spring Raffle, which raised
£2,500 shared between Berkshire and
Hampshire, says he still can’t believe he was
the owner of the winning ticket.

Paul Davies, who was sold the ticket by the
charity’s Ascot and Bracknell Division with
whom his teenage daughter is a member,
won a cruise on P&O’s latest liner, Ventura
and as a result, he and his wife Anita spent
one week at the end of March sailing around
Portugal, Spain and France in luxury.

On returning from the vacation, Paul said,
‘We had never considered going on a cruise
before but we had such a great time we are
already considering going on another one. I
still can’t believe that we won.’

It’s great to hear that Paul and Anita enjoyed
their holiday. As a charity it’s not every day
we get to give away such a fantastic prize
as a cruise so we were really excited for
them.  Perhaps they will be the first
purchases of tickets in the next raffle!

Lucky Prize winner 
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Goodbye
Jennie
We would like to
say a fond farewell to
Jennie Abbott-Hauxwell who left her
position as Support Services Manager at the
end of May. Jennie’s role is unfortunately
one of those which has been made
redundant in the changes at CHQ. As her
job title suggests, Jennie has been of great
support to the salaried team and the
volunteers in Berkshire and the lady (she
really is!) who was never scared of getting
her hands dirty (literally on days when Bob’s
around) will be very much missed. Lady
Jennie, we wish you lots of success in the
future and thanks for all you’ve done.

Congratulations
to Mike Rees
who ran the
Reading Half
Marathon in 2hrs
22 minutes to
raise money for
St John
Berkshire. We
hear a rumour that he now has the taste for
such events and maybe taking part in more
runs in the future so watch this space or
contact Mike if you would be interested in
joining him to raise funds for St John! 
Well done Mike.
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inbrief
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There have been many training days; the
venue is normally at Theale HQ and thanks to
the help of Mike Cox, Marion Cox, Helen
Denness, Steven Denness, Danny Williams,
Gemma Baker, Becca Kirk, Ian Knight and
Mike Rees as well as with the support of the
Helen’s parents and the parents of the cadets
for transport etc a variety of extensive training
has been provided. The training days have
been very interesting and have been carried
out in a very professional way so as to make
those taking the award feel very independent
and have a strong sense of pride and
accomplishment when they have completed
training and gained new skills. The awards is
very demanding and for the final expedition a
wide range of skills are needed from first aid
to orienteering and even cooking with green
fuel and a trangia (camping stove)! Basic skills
such as being able to quickly put up a tent,
and taking it down, are also covered through
the training day. It has been a very demanding
award to under take yet through the hard
work and co-operation of the adults involved
and the cadets all of the aspects of training
have been covered and taught successfully.

Due to the extensive training the cadets have
under gone we were able to recently go on a
practice expedition; this practice expedition

went very well and thanks to the local vicar
we were also able to learn some interesting
information about the local area, its history
and the construction of local buildings and
landmarks. During the practice expedition all
of the skills we had demonstrated in training
were put into practice and as a team we
played to our strengths supporting each other
throughout. Some mistakes were made as
expected, one of the most comical being a
long detour on the first day due to an
unexpected closed bridleway which made us
spontaneously come up with a new route.
The expedition was a huge accomplishment
for both the cadets and the adults as it
demonstrated how far we had all come along
from the start. Yet there are still improvements
to be made and a few more training dates
before the final expedition.

I would like to make a personal thank you on
behalf of all the cadets to the adults who are
giving up their time and effort to aid us in
achieving our Duke of Edinburgh award as
without their support none of this would be
achievable. So thank you to all
aforementioned adults and the rest who help
to make this possible and give us this
fantastic opportunity. Thank you!

This year brought about the first time in which cadets from across Berkshire were given the
opportunity to under go their Duke of Edinburgh award. Cadets such as me have entered
the award at bronze level and some of the more senior cadets have entered at gold level.

D of E training and expedition
Alex Harvey – Cippenham and Burnham Cadets
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EVENT VENUE
JUNE
01/06/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor Racecourse
06/06/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
06/06/2009 Sue Ryder Sale Nettlebed
06/06/2009 Holyport Village Fair Holyport, Maidenhead
06/06/2009 Midday Walk Great Park, Windsor
07/06/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
07/06/2009 Ashford Hill / Headley Fete Headley Recreation Ground, Headley
08/06/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor Racecourse
10/06/2009 Triathlon Dorney Lake, Slough
13/06/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
13/06/2009 Dee Park Fun Day Tilehurst, Reading 
13/06/2009 Music In the Park Englefield Estate, Theale
13/06/2009 Moorlands Summer Fair Moorlands Primary School, Tilehurst
13/06/2009 Summer Fete Victoria Recreation Ground, 

Armour Road, Tilehurst
14/06/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
15/06/2009 Garter Service Windsor
15/06/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
16/06/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
17/06/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
18/06/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
19/06/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
20/06/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
20/06/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
21/06/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
22/06/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
27/06/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
27/06/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
27/06/2009 Sue Ryder Sale Nettlebed
27/06/2009 Wargrave Village Fete Wargrave
27/06/2009 Lynwood Fete Ascot
27/06/2009 WAMDSAD Annual Games Maidenhead
27/06/2009 Oxford Road Fun Day Kensington Park, Kensington Road, Reading 
28/06/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
28/06/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
28/06/2009 Crossroads Sponsored Walk Prospect Park, Reading

what’son
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29/06/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 

JULY
02/07/2009 Windsor Champs Show Home Park, Windsor 
03/07/2009 Windsor Champs Show Home Park, Windsor 
04/07/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
04/07/2009 Open Air Theatre Cliveden, Maidenhead
04/07/2009 Windsor Champs Show Home Park, Windsor 
04/07/2009 Woodley Football Tournament Abbey Rugby Club,Emmer Green, Reading 
04/07/2009 Mortimer Fun Day Victoria Road, Mortimer
05/07/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
05/07/2009 Dogs Trust Show Plumbs Farm, Hampstead Marshall Newbury
05/07/2009 Windsor Champs Show Home Park, Windsor 
05/07/2009 East Reading Festival Palmer Park Reading
05/07/2009 Woodley Football Tournament Abbey Rugby Club,Emmer Green, Reading 
05/07/2009 The Big Splash Thames Valley Park, Reading
06/07/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
10/07/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
11/07/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
11/07/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
11/07/2009 Open Air Theatre Cliveden, Maidenhead
11/07/2009 Wheelchair Push Braywick Sports Ground
11/07/2009 Thames Hospice summer Fayre Windsor Racecourse
12/07/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
12/07/2009 Race for Life Newbury Newbury Showground
15/07/2009 Triathlon Dorney Lake, Slough
18/07/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
18/07/2009 Sue Ryder Sale Nettlebed
18/07/2009 Open Air Theatre Cliveden, Maidenhead
18/07/2009 S. Reading Churches Funday Whitley, Reading 
19/07/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
19/07/2009 Race for Life Reading Prospect Park, Reading
19/07/2009 Ferrari Funday Newbury Showground
20/07/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
21/07/2009 Childrens Theatre Cliveden, Maidenhead
21/07/2009 Queen Mother 5k and 10k Datchet Sailing Club
24/07/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
25/07/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
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25/07/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
25/07/2009 Race for Life Windsor Windsor Racecourse
26/07/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
26/07/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot 
26/07/2009 Race for Life Windsor Windsor Racecourse
27/07/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 

AUGUST
01/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
02/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
03/08/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
08/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor
08/08/2009 Racing at Ascot Ascot
08/08/2009 Sue Ryder Sale Nettlebed
08/08/2009 Horton Village Fete Horton, Slough
09/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
09/08/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
10/08/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
12/08/2009 Triathlon Dorney Lake, Slough
15/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
16/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
17/08/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
22/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
22/08/2009 WAHGA Show and Fete Windsor
23/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
24/08/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
29/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
29/08/2009 Racing at Windsor Windsor 
29/08/2009 Sue Ryder Sale Nettlebed
29/08/2009 Chapel Row Fayre Chapel Row Green, Bucklebury
29/08/2009 Timbertown Town Moor,Blackamoor Lane, Maidenhead
30/08/2009 Windsor Castle Windsor 
30/08/2009 Swallowfield Show White House Farm, Spencers Wood, Reading
30/08/2009 Triathlon Dorney Lake, Slough
30/08/2009 Triathlon Dorney Lake, Slough
30/08/2009 Timbertown Town Moor,Blackamoor Lane, Maidenhead
31/08/2009 BANK HOLIDAY
31/08/2009 Swallowfield Show White House Farm, Spencers Wood, Reading
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The time has come for me to move
on, after nearly eight years in the
CEO role.        

It has been an interesting, rewarding
and stimulating experience, even after a
very eventful and busy 35 year career in
the Army.  When I am asked to think of
highlights the following immediately
come to mind: the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee Parade in Windsor, the Theale
Opening, the raft races on the Thames,
The Choir Concert and supper at Gary
Bell’s residence and at the St George’s
Chapel, Lady Elizabeth’s tea parties,
and visits to Holidays for the Disabled
in Manorbier – I could go on.  However
I do think the highlight every year has
been the AGM/Honours and Awards
Evening where somehow all the events
of the past year come together and the
contribution everyone makes is so well
recognised by that combination of the
Order, the people of the County and the
Sovereign, represented by the Lord
Lieutenant. 

I have been lucky to have had the
support and encouragement of Dr
Clifford Smith throughout my tenure –
he was there when I arrived and when I
left!  I have also been well supported
and assisted by Anne Goulding, my PA,
and by the management team who
have ensured the very highest
standards of support to the volunteers

and to ensuring our
commercial
activities remained
high quality and
profitable.  

My one regret was that we were unable,
for financial reasons, to continue the
Learning Disability Project in Reading,
where so many challenged people
found a St John welcome, friendship
and guidance, some for the first time in
their lives.  

I have presented to CHQ a framed
mount of the first Football Programme
issued at the Madejski Stadium when
the Royals played Luton Town on 22
August 1998.  The St John Ambulance
first aider at a football match
epitomises the end product of why we
are all here and I hope this small
presentation will remind visitors and
members of what we do.  

My best wishes to everyone, I am still a
Wesser donor and I shall always be a
supporter, remembering all the times I
have had with the St Johnners in
Berkshire.  My best wishes to you all.

Bruce Neeves

And finally...
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